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NEWS | Candidate Features
see PAGE 3 see PAGE 7
See what goals and plans candidates 
running for senatorial positions on 
Academic Senate have. 
Performance brings awareness to sexual 
and domestic violence by bringing women’s 
struggles to life.
SPORTS  | Ramming the compeition
Aggies win second straight game and Jalen 
Moore hits 1,000 points.
see PAGE 10
STUDENT LIFE | Vagina Monolouges
see “Residence” PAGE 11
Say goodbye to floor-shared bathrooms and 
style from the ‘60s, and say hello to modern, 
suite-style apartments designed for student 
interaction.
Construction of a five-story residence hall to 
replace Valley View Tower — Utah State 
University’s seven-story, all-women residence 
hall — will begin as early as May, said Ben 
Berrett, the director of USU Planning, Design 
and Construction.
The university has been planning to replace 
Valley View for months now, Berrett said. He 
said the tower, which was built in the late ‘60s, 
has a failing infrastructure.
The building will be constructed on the 
soccer field adjacent to Mountain View Tower, 
the all-men version of Valley View, said 
resident life director Whitney Milligan. Valley 
View will remain standing for at least the 
2016-2017 school year, Milligan said, but it 
will be demolished when the new building is 
complete.
Milligan has met with Method Studio, a Salt 
Lake architectural firm that designed the Caine 
Performance Hall and housing at USU Eastern, 
since June. She said plans for the new building 
are nearing completion, and have been 
designed with students in mind.
“We’re very intentional with how we 
designed the spaces in the building,” she said. 
“Research has been done internationally for 
decades about what kind of housing is in the 
best interest for student development and 
their connection to campus.”
Like Valley View, the building will have 380 
beds, Milligan said. The housing will be 
suite-style, sleeping six to a suite, she said, 
and like the Living Learning Center, some 
rooms will be shared and some private. The 
building will house both men and women in 
separate suites, she said, so Utah State will no 
longer have all-female housing. 
Each suite will have a kitchenette with a 
microwave and sink, Milligan said, and 
roommates will have personal miniature 
refrigerators rather than sharing a nor-
mal-sized one. 
Girls and boys: New residence hall 
will mean no female-only housing on campus
By Melanie Fenstermaker
Student LiFe editor
PHOTO COURTESY OF METHOD STUDIO
A draw-up of what the new residence hall will look like by Mountain View and Valley View towers.
ATO and Sig Ep houses won’t be torn down for now
The Logan City Council voted Tuesday to 
deny a code amendment that nearly derailed 
the potential Blue Haven development at the 
location of Sigma Phi Epsilon and the Alpha 
Tau Omega house along with two other 
apartment buildings at  743 E and 800 N.
The council voted against the potential Blue 
Haven development 3-2 with one abstention. 
John Brandley is the head of the Blue Haven 
and he is also the owns the Sig Ep and ATO 
property. He said he is unsure whether he is 
going to continue to push to build Blue Haven 
in Logan. Instead, he said he might find other 
development opportunities outside of the city’s 
tough ordinances. 
“We have other options,” he said to the city 
council. “We have invested thousands of 
dollars and months of time and research into 
pushing for this development.” 
Brandley said the Blue Haven project would 
take pressure off students who are searching 
for student housing, it would increase revenue 
for Logan City, it would keep up with the 
growing demand of USU students and it would 
help to improve traffic and air quality by being 
so close to the university.
“Those who have to travel across town 
wouldn’t anymore because they will essential-
ly live on campus,” he said. 
When it comes to developing businesses and 
apartments, typically it is the Planning and 
Zoning Commission’s responsibility to allow or 
disallow this kind of development. However, 
the Blue Haven proposal was sent to the Logan 
City Council after it was denied approval from 
the Planning and Zoning Commission on Jan. 
15. The commission denied the project on the 
pretense that the city council would be the 
best entity to address the zoning problem Blue 
Haven faces. 
On Tuesday, the issue once again came 
down to deciding whether or not to change 
zoning laws in an area called Campus Residen-
tial. Campus Residential was zoned with the 
intention to contain Utah State University 
students in a two by six block geographic area 
near the university. The Blue Haven develop-
ment team wanted to amend the zoning laws 
in the CR zone to allow for 240 occupants per 
acre, rather than the current ordinance that 
allows a maximum of 40 dwelling units per 
acre. 
Ryan Mackowiak, the architect for the Blue 
Haven project, said the team is not trying to 
break any zoning laws that are already set in 
place. The team is attempting to change the 
way the city defines its zoning laws. 
“We are trying build the same box of Legos,” 
he said, “But we are just trying to say there 
are other ways of building the Legos set 
without increasing the number of people to be 
in the zone.” 
Regardless, the council’s decision to deny 
the Blue Haven development is based on 
out-dated principles of measuring occupancy. 
In fact, Orem  City zoned an area where they 
are also attempting to corral student develop-
ment and apartment buildings,  just like Logan 
City. But, instead of having a maximum 
number of occupants who can live in the 
zoned area like Logan, Orem has a minimum 
occupancy per acre requirement. 
Jeremy Raymond, the lawyer representing 
the proposed Blue Haven project, said if Logan 
approved Blue Haven, it would take pressure 
from students off of surrounding neighbor-
hoods and keep them in the Campus Residen-
tial zone. 
“Not having Blue Haven throws students 
into an adjacent neighborhoods,” he said. 
“Let’s avoid this by allowing Blue Haven to 
house these students.” 
The Blue Haven development team already 
jumped through numerous hoops to get the 
proposed development up-to-par with Logan’s 
out-dated ordinances. The design team went 
to extensive lengths to keep the five-story 
apartment building shorter than 50 feet, even 
though the proposed land to build the 
apartment is on a 40 degree slant.
City Council member Jeannie Simmonds 
voted against Blue Haven, but she said she 
would like to see it go forward. 
“I just want more assurance,” she said. 
Brandley said the council are made is made 
up of good people who want to follow the 
General Plan. 
“’Vision without implementation is halluci-
nation,’” Brandley said as he quoted the 
General Plan. “The city’s General Plan has a 
vision that the city’s policy’s have made 
impossible to implement, creating the halluci-
nation of accomplishment.” 
— morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Zach Green, member of Alpha tau omega, studies in the dining room of the fraternities house.
By Morgan Pratt
StAFF Writer







Starting this month academic advisers will 
receive feedback from students, who can 
evaluate their advisers with new follow-up 
assessments.
After advising appointments, students 
receive an email with a link to the assessment, 
which has several dozen questions. Once a 
month, the data is compiled and college deans 
disseminate it to the advisers.
“There really hasn’t been a structured 
mechanism for them to give feedback,” said 
vice provost Janet Anderson. “I would hope 
that students feel empowered to be able to 
share about their experiences with their 
adviser. It gives students a voice in the 
process.”
This initiative has spanned over three years 
and two USUSA officers.
Matt Ditto was the USUSA executive vice 
president in 2014-15, but he started as 
education senator in 2013-14. Now graduated, 
he said students wanted to be able to evaluate 
their advisers.
“I heard a lot of complaints from MyVoice, 
as well as within my own college,” Ditto said.
Adviser evaluations were something 
administrators wanted as well.
“I’ve always wanted to do that because I did 
that in my college, but really the impetus that 
pushed the process was USUSA — students 
asked,” Anderson said.
Once the initiative got to administrators in 
July, it started to come together. Part of the 
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What started out as an extra credit project 
for an economics class could turn into $10,000 
for two freshmen Utah State University 
students.
Natalie Howe and Paige Rood were selected 
as top ten finalists in a national video contest 
sponsored by Financial Services Roundtable. 
Each top ten finalist will be awarded a $1,000 
prize. The grand prize winner, to be an-
nounced on March 8, will be flown to Wash-
ington D.C. and awarded $10,000.
“When I got the top ten I was so pumped it 
was almost unreal because I didn’t really think 
I would make it,” said Rood, a biology science 
major.
The contest included creating a 60-second 
video explaining the importance of saving 10 
percent for retirement. 
Economics professor Scott Findley was 
contacted by the Financial Services Roundta-
ble, who asked if he would make his students 
aware of the national video competition. 
“In order to encourage my students to think 
about retirement, I offered this as bonus 
points in my class,” Findley said.
Around 60 to 70 students submitted videos 
for the extra credit. As soon as Howe heard of 
the chance to earn extra credit, she started 
brainstorming an idea for her video.
“The whole idea popped into my head 
within five minutes,” Howe said, an unde-
clared major.
When she got home, Howe went dumpster 
diving. Grabbing the biggest cardboard box 
she could find, she labeled it “time machine” 
with marker on the side. Then she and her 
16-year-old brother Preston, a senior at 
Mountain Crest High School, went to work.
In the next couple of hours, Preston record-
ed most of the video on Natalie’s phone. 
Preston jokingly stated he wanted a percent-




“When they say save 10 percent, they mean 
save 10 percent for your younger brother,” 
Preston said, laughing. “Every vote for her is 
10 percent to me.”
The video demonstrates how saving 10 
percent can pay off in the long run. Natalie 
enters the time machine to find that her future 
house is a broken-down shed. She returns to 
the present and starts investing 10 percent to 
retirement. She returns to the future to find 
the shed transformed into a mansion.
“I think my video very clearly and simply 
and visually shows the importance of saving 
10 percent without words,” Natalie said. “I 
was very happy with the outcome.”
Both Natalie and Preston named their dad, 
Dale Howe, as an important influence during 
the project.
“He’s been very influential to me,” Natalie 
said. “He’s taught us well, he’s taught us about 
the importance of saving.”
Dale Howe, who manages a credit union, 
said he was glad to see Natalie place as a 
finalist.
“I got a kick out of watching her video,” 
Dale said. “She’s been asking me all sorts of 
questions about IRAs. She even opened her 
own Roth IRA.”
Natalie wants to use the award money to 
reach her goals of serving an LDS mission and 
graduating debt-free from college.
While Natalie went dumpster diving for time 
machines, Rood was composing an original 
song for her contest video.
“I got the idea for my video by looking at 
other commercials. I noticed that a lot of them 
were the ones with catchy little jingles that got 
stuck in my head,” Rood said.
Rood has played the guitar for around four 
years, and though admits she’s not a profes-
sional singer, she loves music. She said she 
had written a few original songs before 
making the video, so composing a quick ditty 
was easy.
Her video features a little girl named Sally 
who earned money from her lemonade stand. 
She invests 10 percent of her earnings in a 
retirement fund and is therefore richer and 
ready for retirement.
“If I win, I’ll definitely use the money to help 
pay for the rest of my schooling and save ten 
percent for retirement,” Rood said.
Findley still remembers both of the videos 
Howe and Rood submitted in his class. 
“I wish Paige and Natalie best of luck,” 
Findley said. “I’ll stay neutral on it, because 
two of the 10 finalists are former students who 
did it for extra credit in my class.”
The videos will be judged by a board of 
judges and public voting. Voting on the final 
videos is open for the public until Feb. 19. 
Voters are allowed one vote per day. To watch 
the videos and vote, visit save10.org/#voting.
— ashley.ruth.stilson@aggiemail.usu.edu 
Recalculating 10 percent:
Screen Shot from the film created by Natalie Howe and Paige Rood.
every cent counts for retirement
For more information call Dennis •  (435) 770-2326
So I went speed dating tonight... I’ll probably be getting married next week! 
Who wants an invite?!? #aggielife
@AshleyPSays
As soon as it goes above 40, the box elder bugs start coming back out. #aggi-
estrife
@malloryrose17
The bus and I have two different definitions of 2 minutes. #aggiestrife #usu
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C A N D I D AT E  F E AT U R E S By Mandy Morgan Ditto & Ashley StilsonFor Full version see  www.usustatesman.com
Editor’s notE: statesman staff tried to reach 
out to all of the candidates, though we were not 
able to get in touch with all of them. For a full 
list of candidates, see our website: 
www.usustatesman.com
Screen Shot from the film created by Natalie Howe and Paige Rood.
ARTS SENATOR:
SAMI MANCHESTER MOLLY VAN ENGELENHOVEN
Manchester has always been impressed with 
the Caine College of the Arts, but feels like 
many people don’t know much about it or 
activities that are happening through the 
college. She wants to raise awareness of what 
the college has to offer and get more students 
involved in all events. 
“I just want to physically stay involved at 
the college and get to know students there and 
talk to them face-to-face,” Manchester said. “I 
never knew who to talk to about things, and 
so I just want to be really available.”
When it comes to activities, she wants to 
plan monthly, smaller events besides the 
Sami Manchester is a sophomore majoring in 
art education. 
Molly Van Engelenhoven is a junior dou-
ble-majoring in environmental studies and 
political science. 
“I love the College of Natural Resources, and 
the community that we have there,” Van 
Engelenhoven said. “It’s very unique because 
it’s a very small college, it’s only about 300 
people, it’s such an interesting dynamic.”
Van Engelenhoven feels she has been 
included and involved in the community and 
wants to give other students the chance for the 
same thing. 
Something she would like to do that would 
affect all of USU would be to reduce the waste 




Teigan Beck is a junior majoring in communi-
cative disorders with an emphasis on speech 
language pathology. She loves being very 
involved, and her hobbies include rock climbing, 
reading books and biking.
MATT SOELBERG
Matthew Soelberg is a senior majoring in 
human movements with an emphasis on exercise 
science. He loves sports and enjoys hanging out 
with friends. One of his dreams is to go on to 
chiropractic school.
In his family, it’s almost tradition to attend 
Utah State. According to Soelberg, many of his 
family members have graduated from USU, 
including siblings, parents and grandparents.
“It’s been a family school for me,” he said.
Soelberg said when he first came to Utah 
State, he was unaware of the many opportuni-
ties the College of Education and Human 
Services offered. Now he wants to increase 
communication between students and the 
college.
“I want to help the incoming freshmen that 
are part of our college,” Soelberg said. “I want 
to help students succeed.” 
Soelberg said another campaign focus is to 
have an impactful Education Week next 
semester. He wants to use the week as an 
important tool to get word out about the 
College of Education.
He recognizes that change takes time, but 
he’s up for the challenge. Soelberg is eager to 
work with the faculty and progress in his 
goals.
“I’m really grateful for the opportunity to 
run and I’m excited for it,” Soelberg said.
Beck is currently a resident assistant on 
campus, as well as a Student Alumni Associa-
tion volunteer. She also serves as part of the 
NATURAL RESOURCES SENATOR:
well-known Arts Week that are well-advertised 
and run by students.
“I want to increase the collaboration 
between the Caine College of the Arts and 
other colleges at Utah State, because I feel like 
there’s kind of this disconnect and I feel like 
it’s a lack of advertising in this college,” 
Manchester said. “But I really want to work 
with other departments and see how we can 
incorporate the arts into everything, because 
that’s really what it’s about: art’s a part of 
everything in life.”
Manchester wants to talk to a lot of people 
in college of the arts about voting and give 
them a face to put to her name as elections 
happen. She doesn’t want it to feel like it’s 
somebody who is too high up for students to 
talk to, but that people can talk to her about 
anything, even in class.
“I want students to recognize that I’m a 
student like them. I want to always keep their 
ideas and their concerns in mind,” she said. “I 
don’t want this position to be about me… I’m 
really just a mouthpiece for them.”
Manchester loves her college, but also loves 
Utah State overall.
“I just love the sense of unity at the school 
and I want to continue that, through collabo-
ration,” she said. “I just love that everyone is 
excited about the same things, the same 
activities. We have a good mix of backgrounds. 
It’s a really fun environment.”
“I don’t know if making USU a zero-waste 
school is totally attainable, but I know we 
could lower it,” she said. President Stan 
Albrecht made a goal for USU to become 
carbon-neutral by 2050, and Engelenhoven 
hopes to reinstitute that and make it a goal 
with the new president to start things in 
motion again. 
She also hopes to continue planning fun 
events for the college and Natural Resource 
Week, including the Logger’s Ball.
Though Van Engelenhoven is running 
unopposed, she wants to work on getting 
students involved in voting for all positions 
and changes. Those in her college are big pro-
ponents of sustainability and want to vote in 
those to executive council who can make the 
biggest difference in sustainability efforts and 
policies, she said. 
She also simply loves Utah State and what 
the school has to offer.
“I’m constantly overwhelmed by all of the 
random opportunities I get when I come 
here,” Van Engelenhoven said. “I wish I could 
be here long to do all the things I want to do, 
because there’s so much and it’s so amazing.”
Serving Learning Scholars, a program that 
encourages students to graduate with 400 
hours of volunteered service.
Coming to Utah State is a family tradition 
for her family, as many of her family members 
have attended USU. She also appreciates the 
time and effort professors invest in students.
“I love Utah State,” Beck said. “I love 
meeting new people and getting to know 
them.”
Support, Strengthen and Serve is Beck’s 
campaign motto, and she hopes to use those 
three qualities to help the College of Educa-
tion grow.
“I want to be ready to support, strengthen 
and serve in whatever happens next year,” she 
said.
Beck wants to redefine what it means to be 
in the College of Education and find a way to 
impact all the different majors at the college.
“This is our community at Utah State, let’s 
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BUSINESS SENATOR: CHASS SENATOR:
JASON DAHLIN NADIR TEKARLI JASON JERMAN
Jason Dahlin is a junior majoring in finance 
and international business. He loves playing 
volleyball and played for USU until a recent 
shoulder injury has kept him off the court. 
Dahlin also enjoys water sports and is a huge 
Broncos fan.
His favorite part about Utah State is how 
easy it is to get involved. 
“Utah State does a great job of providing 
leadership opportunities and other things that 
we can get involved, better ourselves and 
apply what we learned inside the classroom 
outside the classroom,” Dahlin said.
He serves as an active volunteer at the 
Student Traditions, Activities and Arts (STAB) 
office and is involved in several business 
school clubs, including the entrepreneurship 
club. Dahlin also served as VP of Marketing on 
the Huntsman Business Council. He also 
served as Sigma Phi Epsilon VP of Recruit-
ment. 
One of Dahlin’s goals is to establish a 
peer-to-peer mentor program for business 
students. When students are planning out 
their academic path through college, Dahlin 
wants them to have the opportunity to talk to 
other students who have taken the same path.
“I want there to be a way for new students 
to talk to peers,” Dahlin said.
Dahlin also wants to focus on developing 
specific departmental career paths in conjunc-
tion with peer-to-peer mentoring. General 
department help can only take students so far, 
he said, and he wants to help with specific 
career road maps for students.
Another goal is to use new channels of 
marketing to reach students and keep them 
informed. Dahlin would like to set up an 
information booth at the business college, a 
place where students could go with questions 
about upcoming events.
“I think the best part will be being able to 
influence others and help them with a better 
career and a better future,” he said.
Dahlin also wants business students to have 
the differential experience they deserve 
because of the differential tuition rates. 
“We’re here for you,” he said. “The things 
we’re going to do is for you guys.”
Nadir Tekarli is a junior double-majoring in 
accounting and economics. 
“I thought it would be a good opportunity, 
with new things happening with the school 
— we have the new building opening up soon 
— I thought it was a good time to try to make 
a difference in the school,” Tekarli said. “I’ve 
talked to Dean Patel, and he’s got some great 
plans. It’s going to be a big year this next 
year... I’d love to go in and help him out and 
do some great things at the school this year.”
With the new building there will be a lot 
more resources available to students in the 
school, and Dean Dave Patel is hoping to use 
the building for more career events and 
networking for students, Tekarli said. 
“It’s going to kind of bring a new energy, 
too. We’ve watched that building be built over 
there forever,” he said. “It’s going to have the 
energy, in my view, of when I first got to 
college. Everything’s new. I’m going into my 
senior year, but I’m as excited for this next 
year as I was my first. There’s a lot of new and 
things are being added to the school.”
Tekarli has three main goals if he gets in 
office: to oversee the spending of differential 
tuition in the college, to help Dean Patel with 
career development in the college and to 
continue the work of the current business 
senator to make sure  different clubs, Hunts-
man scholars and business ambassadors are all 
working together. 
He wants to assemble a committee to 
oversee where the differential tuition is spent  
to make sure “we’ve putting it where it has the 
most value,” he said. 
With his second plan, he wants to make sure 
there are good companies being brought in to 
interview and work with students in career 
development, and wants to create testimonial 
videos from people who’ve been in certain 
clubs in the college and been involved with 
career development to reach success. 
Tekarli wants to make campaigning fun, and 
to help get rid of the winter blues as people 
walk around campus and also hopes to 
encourage students to learn what other 
candidates are running on, and to help people 
see that it does matter who is elected, he said. 
Tekarli loves being an Aggie, and loves 
Logan year-round. 
“I think it’s about being in Logan. I think a 
big part of the Aggie experience is being in 
Logan, being close to so many different things, 
a lot of great people here at Utah State,” 
Tekarli said. “It’s about ‘Hey let’s go to this, 
let’s go do that. And then we all just go to 
McDonald’s, cause that’s what you do. It’s a 
really social culture...I think it’s the Logan 
atmosphere that makes the experience.” 
Jason Jerman is a sophomore majoring in 
German with a teaching emphasis. His goals for 
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences is 
about smaller changes to help students, versus 
anything too big that may disorient students.
JACIE REX
Jacie Rex is a junior majoring in history. She 
has served on the CHaSS council and as an am-
bassador of the college for the past year, as well 
as being a peer advisor for the CHaSS office. 
“I’m running for this position because I 
really love the college of humanities,” Rex 
said, “and I just really think that I can give 
back to the college, as well.”
She hopes to be able to continue to build on 
events for the events, especially during CHaSS 
week, and to make sure they are more 
well-known. She also wants to continue to do 
activities like Breakfast with the Dean, as well 
as working on building relationships between 
professors and students by having a breakfast 
with students and professors together, she 
said, to take out the intimidating classroom 
feeling for students and their professors.
“I really want to be a voice for the students, 
to be a voice to the dean for the students, in 
order to clearly represent both of them, as 
well as be open and transparent,” Rex said. “I 
want to listen to students and what their ideas 
are, and in order to do that, I want to build a 
diverse and different CHaSS council… to bring 
those in and make this college better.” 
She also wants to continue improving 
CHaSS week with fun and involving activities, 
like movie nights.
“It’s about getting people comfortable, 
bringing departments together,” Rex said. 
“There are a lot of people who don’t even 
know they’re even in CHaSS, and I want to 
inform people and make them feel comfort-
able in the college.”
Social media is the tool Rex believes can 
help most in informing students about voting 
and what they are voting for,
“I think social media shows people what’s 
going on. They can click on people’s platforms 
and learn about what’s going on,” Rex said. 
“It’s about being visible… I plan to be out… 
and talking to students and getting them 
informed. I think it’s on a personal level, you 
need to make people realize this is what 
they’re paying for, they have the chance and 
opportunity to vote for what they want to vote 
for.”
Rex’s favorite thing about being an Aggie is 
the Scotsman because “it’s our spirit in a song, 
what more can you want? I just love it, it’s one 
of my favorite parts of how it brings us 
together,” she said.
ENGINEERING SENATOR:
“I feel like a lot of times students come in 
and want to make these huge changes, but for 
me I think it’s important to build off what has 
already been set, what has already been 
established, to make those things better,” 
Jerman said.
He hopes to influence students to become 
more involved, and to help them get the most 
out of their experience in the college.
In regards to students’ involvement in 
voting, Jerman hopes to use social media as a 
major way to inform and reach out to the 
student body.
“I think social media has really become a big 
thing, where everyone is on it every single day, 
on their ones, so I think that is one major way 
— if we use that — to let people know that 
elections are going on and help them to under-
stand the importance of voting, and also to 
understand what they are voting for. Social 
media is a big factor of helping people vote,” 
Jerman said.
What he wants overall, in running as CHaSS 
senator is to be able to make a difference and 
show that he knows what it is like to be a 
student at USU.
“I want to make a difference in the students’ 
lives,” Jerman said. “Being a student myself, I 
know what college life is and I think having 
this position will help me get more students 
involved and to help them have a better 
experience here at USU.”
Jerman loves the university and being an 
Aggie, and wants others to have that.
“I love the closeness I feel of the whole 
university, with faculty, with other students, 
with activities,” Jerman said. “I feel that we 
are very united together in both education and 
extra-curricular activities. There are people 
who know how to make this a successful 
university. I really enjoy that about being an 
Aggie.
reason it took almost three years from start to 
finish was because Ditto and administrators 
wanted to “go about it the right way.”
“We didn’t want to put down the advisers 
— we wanted them to improve and get 
students some accountability on their side,” 
Ditto said.
Previously, each college had their own 
academic advising. Now, since July, this all 
falls under the umbrella of university advising. 
Each advising unit still remains separate with 
a core advising mission, since each college is 
unique, but university advising provides 
professional development opportunities for 
advisers.
The advisers themselves, however, have 
some concerns.
“Nobody really likes being critiqued,” said 
Thomas Buttars, executive vice president for 
USUSA. Buttars sat on the advising working 
group committee and was a proponent of 
getting the evaluations. “This is just really new 
for a lot of advisers. I think there are a couple 
colleges where potential raises are based on 
assessments.”
Advisers sometimes have to deliver hard 
messages to students — e.g. “you can’t 
graduate this semester,” “you don’t qualify for 
this scholarship,” “you have to get your GPA 
up if you want to keep your scholarship.” 
Anderson thinks this could be where the 
concern comes from, but she said data 
compilers will know that these instances can 
result in outliers.
“Many advisers have never been evaluated 
before by students. It just makes people 
uncomfortable. It makes them feel insecure 
because it could impact their job or their 
raise,” Anderson said. “They don’t know what 
students are going to say. ... Students tell you 
what they think.” 
Students are frank, Anderson said, but they 
can be sincere in the compliments.
While Buttars has been the highly involved 
in the process of getting the evaluations, he 
credits Matt Ditto with the idea.
“He was the one that made the initiative 
and got it to the starting line with administra-
tors, and I was able to hit the ground running 
because of the effort that he put in,” Buttars 
said. “Sometimes it’s hard to get these 
initiatives running because you don’t know 
what channels you have to go through to get it 
started.”
Anderson thinks most students will be 
complimentary of their advisers, and once the 
advisers realize that they will not be as 
concerned.
“These people are underpaid, overworked, 
and they need some rewards. It’s a thankless 
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“Personally I’m dreaming of working for 
Disney — I think that’d be awesome,” Johan-
sen said. “So I kind of want to help others 
accomplish their goals and dreams as well.”
Johansen would want to continue working 
on what the current senator is doing for the 
college, including increasing the number of 
job tours students go on.
“Something else I want to do is implement a 
battle of the colleges, between the college of 
science and the college of engineering,” 
Johansen said. “That’s something we’ve kind 
of already started communications with the 
college of science council, but it’s something 
we want to put into action next year.”
Something else Johansen is hoping to do is 
help students looking for research opportuni-
ties on campus. This includes possibly adding 
a page to the college’s website for professors 
to explain the research they are doing, so 
students can contact them and become 
involved, he said.
Johansen’s last plan is to try to improve 
some of the facilities in the college, including 
some updates to bathrooms and additional 
power strips in areas where students study on 
the third floor.  
Johansen understands that many people 
don’t feel that their one vote can make a 
difference in elections, but he believes to 
improve voting “the best thing I feel I can do is 
get out and talk to friends, people I know and 
people I’m not quite acquainted with and just 
invite them,” he said. “That’s really all we can 
do, is inform them and tell them that their 
voice can be heard.”
His favorite thing about being an Aggie is 
the atmosphere at USU, and that “it’s very 
easy to make friends up here.”
Jaque Johansen is a junior majoring in 
electrical engineering. He wants to be in this 
position to be able to help his fellow students in 
the College of Engineering to get the jobs they 
want in the future. 
Olivia Binks is a junior majoring in environ-
mental engineering. She is running in hopes of 
increasing diversity in the College of Engineer-
ing.
Matt Clegg is a junior majoring in biological 
engineering. His biggest reason for running is 
for students in the College of Engineering to 
have someone to approach with questions or 
concerns in the college. 
“When I (transferred) here I felt I couldn’t 
turn to anyone to talk to about my anxiety 
with the change… I feel like I can facilitate a 
change and help to help students that are 
feeling similar to me,” Clegg said.
The first thing he would like to do as 
senator would be creating a mentorship 
program for upperclassmen to mentor lower-
classmen, and to communicate how they’ve 
succeeded, he said.
Clegg would also like to create more access 
to faculty and staff, for students to communi-
cate with and interact with professors and to 
interact with professionals more effectively in 
the college, he said.
He wants to help students see that their vote 
makes a difference in their collegiate educa-
tion experience. 
“I don’t think a lot of students realize that 
student government can make a change, and 
so if they see a familiar face that is running, 
then I think they’ll be more likely to vote,” 
Clegg said. “The biggest thing is making them 
realize that when they fill out an IDEA 
evaluation, that that can actually facilitate a 
change. Instead of just sending that to 
someone, then they can be like ‘The person 
that I vote in, they have this and this that I 
want, and that will actually help me to change 
and improve my education.’”
He wants students in his college to see what 
he is running for, and to make his campaign 
memorable, so students have a desire to vote 
and enact change, he said.
Clegg’s favorite thing about being an Aggie 
is the social aspect. 
“It’s easy to make friends here; it’s easy to 
feel welcome,” Clegg said. “And I want to 
create more of that feeling in the college of 
engineering independently... I want the 
perception of the college of engineering to 
change a little bit, that it’s fun and outgoing. I 
want to create an atmosphere where students 
can be prestigious, but still have fun and have 
an enjoyable college experience.”
STATESMAN
DEBATE




“I feel like I have the experience and 
connections I need to do a good job being a 
representative,” she said. “Besides diversity, I 
want to support unity, increase interactions 
between clubs.”
Binks also hopes to increase sustainability 
efforts within the college, and collaborating 
with the sustainability office and incorporating 
senior design projects so that more people in 
the college are working together toward 
similar goals. She also wants to get Blue Goes 
Green grants to help in all of these combined 
efforts between groups in the college.
She also wants to continue the college’s 
academic resources, and to “compile a place 
for students to go to learn more about 
research internship, career opportunities and 
academic resources so it’s more available and 
accessible to students,” Binks said. “I want to 
extend the class-drop deadline and I want to 
put a stapler on the first floor of the engineer-
ing building.”
Binks plans to put the things she wants to 
achieve and her platform items for the college 
on posters and everywhere during campaign-
ing, for students to be as informed about her 
stance and goals as possible.
“I encourage students to read through all of 
the students’ platforms because that actually 
matters,” Binks said. “I encourage them to 
take the time to vote. It will actually make a 
difference to elect someone they want to 
represent them.”
If students would vote for the students in 
their own colleges, it would take maybe three 
minutes to read through each platform, 
instead of just looking at candidate’s pictures 
to make decisions, she said.
Binks’ favorite thing about being an Aggie is 
the feel of the campus, and all of the events 
and opportunities USU has to offer students.
“There’s always stuff going on, the students 
are always friendly,” she said,” and I love the 
location.”
SCIENCE SENATOR:
Kort Guillette is a sophomore majoring in chem-
istry. He was originally majoring in zoology to 
cover all the prerequisites for medical school, 
which he plans on applying for. But he didn’t find 
any interest in the biology aspect of zoology and 
thus changed majors to chemistry.
KORT GUILLETTE
Guillette enjoys skiing and anything 
outdoors, from mountain biking to longboard-
ing. He has always been interested in public 
policy and being involved in the community.
“It’s something I’ve always been drawn to,” 
Guillette said. “I like to be able to help people, 
to represent others and be their voice.”
His goals include making the College of 
Science a better environment for students so 
they can have better education, financial and 
employment opportunities at Utah State.
“I want to help people really enjoy their 
college experience,” he said. “I want to help 
make school suck less.”
Guillette wants to bring in more prospective 
employees to talk with students, as well as 
provide more scholarships and financial aid 
within the College of Science.
 “As you serve people, you learn a lot about 
yourself and you learn a lot about them,” he 
said. “As you serve other people, you really 
come to find out the things that are important 
to them, and those things become important 
to you. You grow a sense of responsibility for 
those people.”
Providing students with more information 
about internships and events on campus is 
another goal. Guillette wants to listen to the 
input of students to help the College of 
Science improve.
“There’s no reason that anyone should come 
here and feel like they’ve wasted time and 
money,” Guillette said. “This should be the 
most fun, most education, the best four years 
of your schooling.”
PHOTO BY Richard B. Levine/Newscom/Zuma Press/TNS
The addition of cardless ATMs comes as banks are trying to push customers to do more transactions online, on their phones or through 
ATMs. Above, at a branch last year in New York.
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By Miranda Lorenc
 SeNior WriTerTo the long list of things you can do with 
your phone _ including watch a movie, buy a 
latte and hail a ride _ prepare to add one 
more: get cash.
Over the next few months, the nation’s three 
biggest banks will start rolling out ATMs that 
will let customers withdraw currency using 
their smartphones instead of debit cards _ the 
latest step toward a future in which phones 
could replace bank branches and wallets.
“My boys are 5 and 6 _ I don’t think they’ll 
carry around plastic when they grow up,” said 
Michelle Moore, head of digital banking for 
Bank of America, which plans to make cardless 
ATMs widely available as early as May.
San Francisco banking giant Wells Fargo 
plans to offer cardless access at a limited 
number of ATMs by this summer and at all 
ATMs by the end of the year. Most of JPMor-
gan Chase’s ATMs will start offering cardless 
access sometime in the second half of the year.
Cash machines that work with a phone 
instead of a card aren’t new, but they are rare. 
The number of cardless ATMs stands in the 
low thousands nationwide.
Soon, they’ll be much more common. Bank 
of America, Wells Fargo and JPMorgan Chase 
have a combined 47,000 ATMs, more than 10 
percent of the nation’s cash machines.
The banks’ entry into cardless ATMs comes 
as a small but growing number of Americans 




Bob Bayn, a Utah State University security 
analyst with the department of IT, said certain 
hackers attack research universities to access 
online research materials such as USU's online 
library database. The hackers attempt to 
access research material or try downloading 
online journals and books to sell in other 
countries for a profit.
"To a certain extent, hackers do focus on 
research universities," he said, "But we are also 
just apart of the internet landscape of ma-
chines to compromise." 
Paul O'Donnell, a computer technician with 
the Merrill-Cazier Library, said the library 
receives attacks from IP addresses from 
Eastern European countries, China and Russia. 
But it is impossible to  know where the attacks 
are coming from because some hackers can 
mask their IP addresses to look like they are in 
other locations.
"Hackers can mask their IP addresses so it 
appears that it is from the UK, but really it 
might really be from China," he said. 
Garth Mikesell said nearly 15 years ago, 
USU's firewall was weak and people from all 
over the world would easily hack into the 
system and steal information. However, he 
said USU has come a long way in upping its 
security.
“I believe USU has one of the best IT teams 
in the nation,” he said.
USU's Department of IT is in charge of 
31,000 computers campus-wide, plus they 
help maintain the other devices people bring 
to campus, like their smartphones. They are 
consistently building, patching and strength-
ening USU's computers from attacks from all 
around the world. 
And no, the IT team does not search 
through your emails, said Bayn. 
"The university receives millions of emails a 
day; we would be bored searching through all 
of those," he said. 
Bayn said being a online skeptic is the 
smartest route to take when using the web. If 
someone is too paranoid then they won’t get 
anything done, but if they are too gullible and 
trusting, chances are they will get hacked and 
their personal information could easily be 
compromised.
“We live in a place where you can believe 
and trust a lot and everything turns out fine,” 
Bayn said, “But when you are on the Internet, 
you are not necessarily safe.” 
The department of IT has tips for students 
and staff members:
•  Be a skeptic.
•   All real email messages about students 
USU email accounts will come from usu.edu 
email addresses and only have links to usu.edu 
webpages.
•  USU.com is not the same as usu.edu.
•  Hackers will simulate emails that look 
just like common agencies, but the likes will 
take people to a hacked website that may 
attempt to seat passwords or download 
malware.
•   Hackers can send email attachments that 
contain malware that can steal identities or 
take over a computer when the attachment is 
open.
•   Don’t fall prey to blank of vague messag-
es begging to open attachments or links that 
can affect your computer.
•   Does the email have a free offer? If they 
give someone what is expected, they will 
probably have taken personal information or 
control of the computer without informing the 
owner.
•  Don’t click on a link that shows a differ-
ent address than what is listed when hovered 
over by the cursor.
•  Create strong passwords with a minimum 
of eight characters and a combination of 
numbers, letters, capitalization, punctuation 
and characters.
•   Use different passwords for every 
account.
•  Never store passwords on a computer or 
device. Instead, use a password manager.
Bayn said the system was compromised last 
weekend. A Utah State staff member was 
phished after they received an email they 
believed to be from the Department of IT 
regarding the upcoming university-wide email 
change for the staff and faculty. It is true  the 
university is moving the email storage from 
on-campus to an off-campus cloud storage 
system. But the email was sent from a hacker, 
not IT. Unfortunately, someone fell for the bait 
and they gave the hacker secure information.
“Then the hacker sent out 90,000 emails 
overnight from that person’s email within 
USU's network, phishing for more informa-
tion,” Bayn said.
That was the third known time all year that 
someone successfully phished USU-related 
material.
Miles Johnson is the team coordinator for 
the department of IT. He said regularly 
maintaining USU's hacking and phishing 
problem is extremely important when it comes 
to keeping USU hack-free.
“It is like weeding a garden,” he said.
— morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
@morganprobinson
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY  Johnny Morris
Aaron Adams works on his computer. USU iT Department encourages students to take steps to keep their personal computers safe.
Big US banks will be rolling out ATMs that take smartphones, not cards
are using their phones to send money to one 
another and to make purchases using so-called 
mobile wallet apps such as Apple Pay and 
Android Pay.
It also comes as banks are trying to push 
customers to do more transactions online, on 
their phones or through ATMs _ all of which 
are less expensive than transactions done at 
branches staffed with tellers.
Just as with mobile wallet payments, which 
make up a tiny fraction of payments overall, 
analysts expect using a phone to get cash from 
an ATM probably will start out as a little-used 
novelty.
But over the longer term, it could be one 
more application that will make customers feel 
comfortable using their devices as financial 
tools, leading to a general growth in mobile 
banking, said Mark Schwanhausser, a director 
at consulting firm Javelin Research & Strategy.
“You’re acclimating people to the techniques 
of mobile payments,” he said. “It’s like a 
mobile wallet on training wheels.”
Banks will offer cardless access to ATMs 
using either near-field communication _ the 
tap-to-pay technology used in Apple Pay and 
Android Pay that connects phones with credit 
card payment terminals _ or codes that 
customers get through their bank’s mobile 
app.
Using near-field communication, or NFC, a 
customer would sign in to a mobile wallet or 
bank app, then physically tap the phone on the 
ATM and enter a PIN.
Bank of America and Wells Fargo plan to roll 
out NFC access this year, though it will be 
available only at ATMs equipped with NFC 
readers.
Wells Fargo expects more than a third of its 
13,000 ATMs will have those readers by the 
end of the year, while more than half of Bank 




Chase also has an NFC system in the works, 
though spokesman Michael Fusco said he’s not 
sure when it will roll out.
For now, Chase is starting with a code-based 
system, which requires a software update for 
ATMs but no new hardware. Wells Fargo will 
start offering code-based access late this year.
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Meet the ‘hidden heroes’ of on-campus dining
More than a dozen monologues were 
performed at the Utah State University Access 
and Diversity Center’s rendition of “The Vagina 
Monologues”– some that made the audience 
laugh, and some that made them cry. But the 
room fell silent as USU student Jasmine 
Despain delivered the monologue, “My Vagina 
Was My Village.”
“My vagina. A live, wet water village. My 
vagina, my hometown,” she said, her voice 
high-pitched and holding back tears. “Not 
since they took turns for seven days, smelling 
like feces and smoked meat, they left their 
dirty sperm inside me. I became a river of 
poison and pus and all the crops died, and the 
fish.”
The monologue, which was written by Eve 
Ensler, resonated with one of the goals of the 
performance, which was to raise awareness 
about sexual and domestic abuse.
“The Vagina Monologues” was performed in 
the Taggart Student Center auditorium Feb. 10 
through Feb. 12. All proceeds went to Citizens 
Against Physical and Sexual Abuse (CAPSA), a 
nonprofit organization in Logan that gives 
shelter and support to those who have 
survived sexual and domestic violence. 
This is the show’s fifth year at Utah State, 
and last year it raised more than $2,000 for 
By Melanie Fenstermaker
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
the shelter, said Jenna Lynn Hase, one of the 
performers.
Of everything that could raise awareness 
about domestic violence, why the vagina? 
Kathryn Christian, the show’s assistant 
coordinator, said calling body parts by their 
appropriate name is one way to make people 
aware of abuse, especially for children.
“If they have the self-awareness of who they 
are and what that terminology is, they have a 
better chance of standing up for themselves 
and knowing that what’s happening to them is 
wrong,” she said.
“The Vagina Monologues” serve as a forum 
to discuss sexual abuse, an issue communities 
often overlook, Christian said.
The show also creates a safe discussion 
place for women who have survived sexual 
assault, Hase said. One year, she said, a 
woman approached the performers and told 
them she was sexually assaulted but never had 
the courage to tell anyone, and seeing the 
show gave her the courage to speak up.
Some of the show’s performers are survivors 
of sexual or domestic abuse, and they find the 
show’s message empowering. Despain said she 
performed “My Vagina Was My Village” as a 
tribute to herself because she resonated 
personally with the piece.
“I was a victim of rape, and it actually 
happened here at Utah State University in 
2012,” she said. “I was looking for ways to feel 
like myself again and to get that strength and 
power back that I got taken away from me. 
When I found Vagina Monologues, I fell in love 
with the piece.”
The show is a powerful tool for sharing 
emotions, said Anna Lantis, the director.
“During some of the rehearsals, we just 
break down and cry because a piece moved 
us,” she said. “But some of the stuff is quite 
empowering. There are some nights when 
women are in the audience going, ‘Hallelujah, 
Amen!’ and stuff like that. It makes you want 
to do something about it, to say something 
and stand up for women everywhere.”
Although the show raises awareness about 
violence against women, some performers 
shared disappointment that the show doesn’t 
include men’s stories of sexual and domestic 
violence.
“When we talk about domestic abuse and 
assault, we always assume women,” said Macy 
Keith, the show’s coordinator. “That is some-
thing I feel is lost in this play is we’re not 
talking about the men’s stories.”
But the show isn’t meant to exclude or 
demean men, rather to empower women and 
promote equality, Hase said.
“We really do forget the vagina. We don’t 
talk about the vagina. It makes women 
embarrassed about who they are, you know?” 
she said “But women are strong. We’re not 
better than men, we are equal to men. This 
show just shows that we go through terrible 
things as well as men. We’re not weak; women 
aren’t victims. This show, to me, just paints 
how strong women are, and I love that.”
Lesther Papa, a grad student who attended 
the show, said more men should see the 
monologues to learn about the issues women 
must overcome.
“A lot of it was painful. It was just torturous 
a lot of the time for me. I started to feel some 
guilt. This is a story of women that were 
oppressed by men and I participate in that all 
the time, you know?” he said. “I say everybody 
should go. There were a lot of women in this 
audience, but I would say it’s probably more 
important for men to see and hear the 
messages.”
Macy Keith, the show’s coordinator, said 
humanizing women, like the monologues in 
the show do, can help stop violence against 
women.
“As women, we’re not sexual objects. We’re 
not one-dimensional,” she said. “We’re a full 
person. To humanize a person, humanize a 
woman helps the violence to decrease.”
 —melmo12@gmail.com
Their handiwork can be found on the 
shelves at the Quick Stop.
It's inside the bowls at the marketplace. On 
top of the sandwiches at Luke's Cafe. At the 
Grab'N'Go station in the Hub.
It would be pretty close to impossible to find 
an on-campus dining establishment that 
doesn't use food items prepared by the 
workers in the commissary. The commissary 
itself, however, remains a fairly well-kept 
campus secret. Secluded in the basement of 
the Junction, executive director of dining Alan 
Andersen calls its employees the "hidden 
heroes" of Utah State University dining.
"When you walk into the Hub, when you 
walk into Luke's Cafe, you see all those people 
there and you get to know them," he said. 
"And you pick up a sandwich made by the 
commissary, but you never realize that behind 
the scenes are all these wonderful students 
down in the basement of the Junction, 
cranking away on food."
Sophomore Evan Rasmussen described the 
situation as feeling a little bit like Clark Kent's. 
Utah State's "undercover superheroes" begin 
working as early as 5 a.m., preparing every-
thing from the yogurt parfaits sold in the Hub 
to the lettuce at the salad bars in the Market-
place and the Junction. 
“Getting up so early, it’s hard to think that 
this 70th fruit parfait really matters all that 
much,” said Emma Pressel, a sophomore 
majoring in international studies. “Who’s 
going to eat this 70th fruit parfait? I’ve already 
made like 69 of these. What the heck am I 
doing? But then you see someone picking it 
out, and you’re like, ‘Hmm. If I wouldn’t have 
made that 70th fruit parfait, that person 
wouldn’t have had anything to eat for break-
fast.’”
The commissary has existed in some form or 
another ever since Utah State dining was first 
established, but it really got its start when 
dining approved the first on-campus cafe in 
the old Merrill Library 15 years ago. Now, the 
commissary provides food for all three cafes 
on campus, all while making food items for its 
own Aggie Eats brand.
The commissary is the executive kitchen for 
all of on-campus dining, Andersen said. 
Because the cafes lack traditional kitchens, it 
falls to the commissary to provide the barbe-
cue chicken, soup, salad and even condiments 
that other establishments do not have the 
space to prepare.
"The Hub has a kitchen, the Marketplace has 
a kitchen, the Junction has a big kitchen," he 
said. "But the other operations don't have 
kitchens at all. What you see is what you get 
in there. So that's what the commissary is for. 
It's really to provide a centralized kitchen that 
supports all the locations."
Andersen has seen the expansion of the 
commissary’s work in his 26 years of working 
at Utah State. The commissary’s role, he said, 
has increased tenfold with the addition of new 
dining establishments in recent years.
“It’s kind of funny,” he said. “We used to 
deliver everything with a little mule, a little 
ATV with just a box on the back to take a few 
things over. Now we have a full-sized truck 
with a big box and a big lift on it because 
we’re taking carts and carts and carts of stuff 
over."
Among those carts and carts of food items 
are such favorites as the avocado ranch served 
in the Quadside Cafe, the potato straws at 
Luke's Cafe and the sushi available in the Hub. 
The bakery aids in the commissary's goal, 
providing its end-all of bread and pastries sold 
on campus.
Andersen anticipates the role of the commis-
sary will broaden even more once Huntsman 
Hall opens this spring. Huntsman Hall will 
hold a new cafe that, unlike the rest of the 
cafes, will serve full entrees like salmon. The 
commissary is preparing to provide for an 
increasing demand of product.
"Bottom line is, without what they're doing, 
the cafes wouldn't exist," Andersen said. "Well, 
they'd exist, but the breadth of product they 
offer couldn't exist. The commissary and 
bakery are just full of phenomenally skilled 
people, talented people, dedicated people. 
They're over there and nobody ever sees them. 
Nobody ever thanks them. Nobody says 






PHOTO BY Mark Bell
A student worker makes wraps at 6:00 am in the commissary.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNA LANTIS
Jasmine Despain performs her monolog at the Vagina Monolog event on USU campus. Image courtesy of Leo Torres-Reyes.
Her vagina was her village: 
'The Vagina Monologues' brings awareness to sexual and 
domestic violence
Are Chinese academics hacking 
USUs online resources?
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY  Johnny Morris
Aaron Adams works on his computer. USU IT Department encourages students to take steps to keep their personal computers safe.
Big US banks will be rolling out ATMs that take smartphones, not cards
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“YOU HAVE A NEED,
WE HAVE A LOAN.”
New Location in Logan, Utah. We offer loans up to $20,000.00 
for autos, recreational, vacation, consolidations, personal, 
home repairs, home furnishings and tax loans. Call today 
435-554-3150 or apply online at www.redrockfinancial-
loans.com Come see the friendly staff at 1202 South State 
Highway 89 Suite 120 in Logan we are ready to help you 
today. Get preapproved for your next auto loan.
From $500 to $10,000
1202 S State HWY 89/91 Ste 120 
Logan, UT 84321 • 435.554.3150
A booth stood in the Taggart Student Center, 
colored red with decorations and wares. 
Roses, carnations and cookies were ready to 
be sold over Valentine's Day weekend, and all 
for those in need.
The week of Feb. 10 was Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
week. Members of the club held a cookie and 
flower sale and a food drive to prepare for 
service projects and give to organizations on 
and off campus.
The cookie and flower sale, which was held 
by Utah State University's chapter of the 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of 
America club last week, raised money to buy 
supplies for a service project in April, where 
club  members will put together activity 
folders to send to women's shelters and local 
schools, said Carlee Larson, a freshman in 
family and consumer science. 
She said the folders give children something 
fun to do while they're waiting for a bus or for 
a parent to get off work.
"That’s something for them to do where 
they’re not being disruptive, but they’re also 
learning at the same time," Larson said. "It's a 
fun service project that’s easy to put together 
and also helps the community."
FCCLA also held a food drive, and all food 
and money donated went to the Student Nutri-
tion Access Center, or SNAC.
"We’ve told [customers] that we’re donating 
to SNAC, and a lot of people are like, ‘Oh, 
that’s a really good cause’," said Whitney 
Beames, a junior in family and consumer 
science. "We’ve had people just donate money 
to us and they won’t buy anything. They’ll say, 
‘Here, just take the money and give it to them.’ 
So that’s actually been really cool. It’s really 
neat to see people give."
The food drive let students give back to the 
community and help other students, Beames 
said. Giving back to on-campus organizations 
like SNAC allows students to see the effects of 
their donations.
Founded in 1945, FCCLA is a national 
student organization that promotes leadership 
through family and consumer sciences as well 
as focuses on the family as it relates to careers 
and the community, said Julie Wheeler, the 
FCCLA club adviser.
"We’re really the only club of our kind that 
does that," Wheeler said. "Most clubs are 
focusing on their academic area, but we’re 
trying to focus on bringing families together 
and making a stronger nation."
Wheeler said there are over 500 FCCLA 
chapters in the United States and over 
200,000 members. Clubs can be found in both 
high schools and colleges.
Students interested in getting involved can 
volunteer for the club's service project on April 
4th and 6th. A closing social will be held on 
April 27th.
For more information about FCCLA, 
students can contact Wheeler, the club adviser, 
at julie.wheeler@aggiemail.usu.edu or go to 
the club Facebook and Instagram pages.
"We promote entrepreneurship, we promote 
leadership throughout the community, we 
promote interior design, consumerism, 
financial literacy, just good life skills that 
everybody should have," said Sydney Long-
hurst, a sophomore in family and consumer 
science. "So if you're interested in any of that, 
we’re more than happy to welcome you in."
—miranda.lorenc@gmail.com
@miranda_lorenc
FCCLA shows charities a little love
Image courtesy of FCCLA club.
By Miranda Lorenc
 Senior Writer
Following Utah State's unspoken pedestrian traffic laws
The Utah State University campus is filled 
with thousands of students and each one has 
an important place to be at any given time. 
How do they get there? Their feet guide them 
along man-made walking highways called 
sidewalks.
Some would say it’s an art that thousands of 
young adults manage to conduct themselves in 
such an orderly fashion.
Others would say it is simply a learned 
behavior that is engrained into the brains of 
all people from the time they were small and 
just learning to walk.
But the question remains: How do students 
know the rules of the sidewalk?
“When we were small in school, we were 
taught to walk certain ways in elementary 
school," said Terri Wesemann, a junior in 
American Studies. "There are just rules that 
you learn and carry with you.” 
Wesemann thinks rules, even those unspo-
ken, help establish order; but create problems 
when misunderstood. While they certainly 
can, most students understand the laws of the 
road and feel like walking on campus is no 
different. 
“Generally, we should walk like we drive," 
said Russ Jones, a junior in mechanical 
engineering. "We should stay on certain sides 
of the sidewalks and go certain speeds. A lot 
of times people will complain because people 
in front of them aren’t walking fast enough. I 
feel like if people are in a big hurry a lot of 
times they’ll break those unsaid laws.”  
The goal is usually the same for all students: 
get to the desired destination in the shortest 
amount of time with the least amount of 
disturbance. There are, however, mixed 
thoughts and feelings about the best ways to 
do that. 
Jones said there is a strategy to passing 
By Ellie Dalton
 Senior Writer
Walk this Way: 
see “Pedestrian” PAGE 11
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Students walk on campus along one of the largest walkways to pedestrian traffic.
Zach Rogers
“Mr. Rogers Neighborhood’”
— Zach Rogers is a sophomore studying public relations. 
He is stoked that baseball season is coming.
zrogers2222@gmail.com
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Waffles. They're just a simple breakfast food, 
right? That's what I thought before I took a 
step into The Waffle Iron in Logan, and I have 
never been more wrong. I noticed I had 
enough points on my Pocket Points app (an 
amazing app that rewards you with coupons 
for not using your phone in class). I had 30 
points, which was enough for a buy-one-get-
one-free waffle, so I gave it a shot. I have 
never been happier with a decision to go to a 
restaurant in my entire life. 
The minute you walk into the building, you 
are surrounded by the sweet smell of their 
Liege waffles, a type of Belgian waffle that is 
thicker and denser than the standard Belgian 
waffle. As soon as I walked through the door, I 
was greeted by a friendly staff that asked if I 
had any questions about the menu. 
I was intrigued by the environment; it was a 
stark mix of rustic and modern. The floor is 
this distressed hardwood that looks like it has 
been there for 80 years, and the walls are a 
modern black and white with old bricks 
showing through by the entrance. There are 
stunning art pieces hanging on the wall that 
were painted by an artist from Logan. Already, 
I knew this place was somewhere I would 
come again, just to experience the environ-
ment one more time.
Looking at the menu, I was excited. There 
were so many options and I wanted to try 
every waffle. I looked at the menu, debating 
which ones I wanted to try, and finally decided 
I would try one sweet waffle and one savory. I 
ordered a ham, egg and cheese waffle and a 
chocolate truffle waffle. I hardly had to wait 
three minutes. I went to pick up my waffles, 
and I looked at them, stunned; they were 
beautiful. 
I sat back down and looked at the waffles. 
They were almost too perfect to eat, but I 
finally stopped staring at their beauty and took 
my first bite. I chose to eat the savory one first 
because I wanted to save the best for last. As I 
took my first bite, I experienced something I 
had never had before. I was speechless. I 
couldn't find the words to describe the pure 
deliciousness of the waffle I had just tasted. 
As I continued to eat the waffle, each bite 
tasted better and better. From the blend of 
waffle and egg to the ham and cheese, there 
was no overpowering flavor. It was perfect and 
I didn't want it to end, but alas, it did. I was so 
sad it was over, but then I remembered I had a 
second waffle, one that I was even more 
excited for. I took my first bite and was 
surprised to find out the waffle was stuffed 
with chocolate. The way the strawberries and 
cream worked with the chocolate and waffle 
was amazing. 
I loved my experience at The Waffle Iron, 
and I would recommend it to anyone.
The Waffle Iron: 
According to the Daily Dot, adult women 
are now the largest video game demographic.
Madeline Smith, a sophomore in social work 
at Utah State University, weighs in on her 
experience with games, as well as feeling the 
pressure to validate herself to others as a 
woman in the gaming community.
Utah Statesman: What is your earliest 
memory playing video games?
Madeline Smith: I had cousins that had an 
N64, so whenever we'd go and visit them we'd 
play Mario Kart or Super Smash Brothers. 
US: What have you been playing recently?
MS: Recently, I just bought "Witcher 2." It's 
pretty neat. I got it on sale, which is the only 
time that I'll buy video games.
US: Was that a Steam sale, perchance?
MS: Yeah. [laughs] It was. And my brother 
bought "Dragon Age Inquisition," and so I 
played that when I came home for Christmas 
and didn't get to finish it because of time 
constraints. I like to play "Minecraft," too. That 
one's fun.
US: Do you think there's a certain criteria 
that someone needs to meet to be considered 
a gamer?
MS: I think the criteria for being a gamer is 
stupid, so I would say no. I have a lot of 
problems with gaming culture because I feel 
like there's a lot of stigma for women, espe-
cially. By all accounts, I would say that I am a 
gamer. I do play video games. I think that's the 
only criteria that you need is that you play 
video games.
US: Do you ever feel like you're put in a 
position where you have to prove your gaming 
credibility to people?
MS: I have a boy cousin that's my age, and I 
felt like I used to have to prove it to him 
because he was a "hardcore gamer," I guess. I 
think a lot of it was just chauvinistic and a 
little misogynistic. Usually it was to other 
males that I felt like I had to be like, "Yeah, but 
I play this game, or I do this." Now I don't 
Humans of USU:
really care. I play video games and it doesn't 
matter because a lot of other people also play 
video games, and a lot of them are also 
women.
US: I heard that women are now officially 
the biggest gaming demographic.
MS: Yeah, I think I read somewhere that it 
was, like, over 50 percent of video games 
buyers are women. That's what's frustrating to 
me, that it's marketed strictly to males and 
that it's exclusionary for women.
US: In what ways have you noticed that 
gaming seems to be marketed to men?
MS: I play League of Legends, and I'm afraid 
to speak like a woman, because I think you get 
attacked for that. Or, like, "Oh, great. There's a 
woman on our team, so we aren't going to do 
as well. Clearly, because she's a woman, she 
has no idea how to play." Or a lot of the way 
that characters dress, I think, is what really 
gets to me. They're really overly sexualized. 
On women, the armor isn't realistic. The point 
of armor is to protect you.
US: What would you say to other girls who 
are under the impression that video games are 
just for guys?
MS: Can I address this to the women who 
are afraid to start playing video games, too? 
Statistically, you are not an anomaly. It's not 
something that you need to be worried about. 
I used to be embarrassed to go to GameStop to 
buy games. I still don't think that I'm treated 
very well there because I get talked down to a 
lot. But I would say stand up for yourself. 
Don't bother proving yourself to people, 
because I think if they're asking you to prove 
your gamer-ness to them, then they're not 
really worth your time anyway. There are a lot 
of reasons why you could be doing it, and it 
doesn't matter what your reason is as long as 





PHOTO BY Brad Keyes
Jay and India Piacitelli play chess while they wait for their food at the Waffle Iron.
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Madeline Smith enjoys playing video games, such as Skyrim, on her xbox. She thinks that women shouldn’t be judged by considering themselves gamers.
Video game culture stigmatizes women 
Best waffles I've 
ever had 
in front of them aren’t walking fast enough. I 
feel like if people are in a big hurry a lot of 
times they’ll break those unsaid laws.”  
The goal is usually the same for all students: 
get to the desired destination in the shortest 
amount of time with the least amount of 
disturbance. There are, however, mixed 
thoughts and feelings about the best ways to 
do that. 
Jones said there is a strategy to passing 
PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Students walk on campus along one of the largest walkways to pedestrian traffic.
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Tijana Djukic has seen herself slip into an 
offensive slump recently in conference play 
— a slump that has more to do with what’s 
inside her mind than what happens on the 
court.
At season’s start, the senior post for the 
Utah State University women’s basketball team 
was an obvious star. Defensively and offensive-
ly, Djukic’s coaches said, they could count on 
her. 
As one of the only returning players ,and 
one of the few with Division I experience, her 
fast start was expected. Early on in the season, 
she was ranked among the Mountain West’s 
top-25 scorers.
But over the past few games, Djukic has 
grown dissatisfied with her play. 
She referred to two recent performances, in 
which she averaged three rebounds and one 
and a half points, as “yucky.”
“I try thinking why I stopped being as 
effective as I was supposed to be,” Djukic said. 
“My confidence has gotten lower than it was 
when I started this season.”
This isn’t a new experience for her. Djukic 
said she has a habit of sinking into a cycle. 
One missed shot leads to another. Mistake by 
mistake, it brings her down mentally. The 
difficulty she has taking herself from this 
negative mindset into a positive one has 
hindered her in past seasons, specifically last 
season — her second year at Utah State.
“Sometimes I’m like ‘OK, you came here 
from so far away and your mom sacrificed so 
much for you and you are doing nothing for 
it,’” Djukic said. “Everyone is giving me 
everything and I’m not producing whatever 
I’m supposed to — a double-double in a game 
at least.”
Not everyone expects so much from her.
“We’ve got to have her on the floor because 
of her strengths,” post coach Ben Finkbeiner 
said. “But she thinks ‘Coach don’t play me 
because of my negatives.’” Along with the rest 
of the coaching staff, Finkbeiner sees that the 
team needs her flexibility and maturity on the 
court. 
It’s not only in her games that she notices 
her weaknesses or mistakes. “I am way 
tougher to myself than anyone else could ever 
be,” Djukic said. “I don’t know why I do that, 
but I always have.”
Djukic came to the United States in 2011 to 
Junior wing Jalen Moore became the 37th 
player in Utah State history to score 1,000 
career points in the Aggies’ 72-59 win against 
Colorado State on Wednesday in Logan.
“It means a lot to me,” Moore said. “It was 
awesome being able to do it in front of the 
home crowd and have my parents here 
watching.”
Jimmy Moore, who played for the Aggies 
from 1972-75, scored 1,164 points in his USU 
career. 
“I don’t know how many more points my 
dad has on me,” Moore said. “But I’m coming 
for him. I want to pass him.”
The victory moves USU to 13-11 overall and 
5-8 in Mountain West play this season. 
Moore reached the career milestone after a 
breakdown by the defense gave him an open 
3-point attempt with just under three and a 
half minutes remaining in the game. The shot 
came as part of a decisive 22-10 run that 
sealed the victory for USU. 
“I was really proud of our guys tonight,” 
said USU head coach Tim Duryea. “I thought 
for the last 12 or 15 minutes of the game we 
were the tougher team.”
Utah State led 37-35 at the halftime break, 
but CSU took the lead on the first possession 
play for a junior college in Miami. She left her 
mother and brother in Serbia after her mom 
sold the apartment she was living in to pay for 
her plane ticket and college expenses.
Growing up in a home with a mother who is 
a former professional basketball player, the 
game was always a part of Djukic’s life. She 
started playing at age 5 and noticed early on 
she was critical of herself.
She also noticed the criticism that came 
from others.
“They used to tease me for being so tall and 
clumsy and for my basketball skills,” Djukic 
said about the kids with whom she grew up. 
“Maybe that’s where my negativity comes 
from.”
Finkbeiner has been working closely with 
her for the past two years. And in spite of the 
recent slump, they both agree her performance 
and mentality have improved dramatically 
since last season.
Finkbeiner used to take her aside to talk 
with her until she came out of her self doubt. 
Now she is learning to do that for herself, but 
still ascribes her success to his help as her 
coach. 
“I’m happy that I’m not disappointing my 
coaches,” Djukic said of her overall perfor-
mance this season.
But more than that, she’s grateful that 
Finkbeiner has helped her grow as a person.
“I’m not sure if he knows this, but Coach 
Ben has influenced not only my basketball but 
also my life,” Djukic said.
She hopes to finish off the season in the 
same direction she is currently heading, 
having doubled her statistics in last Saturday’s 
game against Wyoming from what they were 
in her two yucky performances before that.
The lessons she’s learning aren’t just 
applicable to the game. 
After graduation this spring, Djukic said, she 
plans on staying in the United States. 
“I could study for another 10 years,” she 
said. “I know it sounds nerdy, but I love 
school.”
Finkbeiner is certain his protégé will be 
successful. 
“She is our most intelligent player,” he said. 
“She has so many great strengths to bring into 
whatever else she is going to do in life. She’s a 
different person than she was three years ago 
in the area of confidence in herself.
— paige.a.cavaness@aggiemail.usu.edu
@ususportspaige
By Paige Cavaness 
Writer
Criticism leads to growth for Aggie senior
PHOTO courtesy of USU Athletics 
Tijana Djukic fights for a basket against South Dakota School of Mines in the Dee Glenn Smith Spectrum on Oct. 31. Djukic is one of the only 
players on this year’s team that returned from last season. 
PHOTO by Brad Keyes
Jalen Moore wins the tip against Colorado State. Moore eclipsed 
1,000 career points in the game.
Moore hits 1,000 points in USU home win
By Thomas Sorenson
SeniOr wriTer
of the second period on a 3-point shot.
The Aggies and Rams battled back and forth 
over the next six minutes before Moore 
connected on a contested 3-point shot in the 
corner that gave USU the lead for good with 
just under 14 minutes left in the game. 
“Coach said the tougher team usually wins 
and I think we were the tougher team in the 
second half,” Moore said. “We were able to 
play better defense, make them miss some 3’s 
and rebound the ball when we needed to.”
The Rams shot 44 percent from the floor, 
including 7 of 15 from 3-point range. Utah 
State locked down defensively in the second 
half, though, holding the visitors to 9 of 36 
shooting for 25 percent and just 1 of 16 from 
deep. 
“I think we have an overall tougher mentali-
ty about us,” Duryea said. “I hope we can keep 
that going.”
Antwan Scott, the Rams’ leading scorer, had 
just five points in the second period. He 
finished with 18 for the game, on 7 of 19 
shooting.
“Defensively, we finally figured out a way to 
shut Antwan Scott down a little bit,” Duryea 
said. “I think that was as big a key as any-
thing.”
Utah State, fueled by a 9-0 run, took a 
double-digit lead midway through the opening 
half. The Rams were able to whittle down the 
lead, aided by an Aggie scoring drought of 
more than five minutes, and eventually took 
the lead 28-27 after a made free throw. 
Consecutive 3-pointers by junior forward 
Lew Evans and Moore gave USU the lead at 
halftime.
“That’s what we needed,” Moore said. “If we 
keep winning, I feel like we’ll finish in a good 
spot in the standings for the tournament.”
Moore finished the game with 16 points on 
6 of 12 shooting, including 3 of 6 from 3-point 
land. He also added seven rebounds, four 
assists and a block in 36 minutes.
As a team, USU made nine 3’s and shot 48 
percent from the floor while only committing 
five turnovers for the game.
Senior guard Chris Smith, who scored a 
career-high 35 points in the matchup against 
CSU earlier this season, led the Aggies in 
scoring Wednesday with 19 points. He shot 6 
of 10 from the floor, including 3 of 5 from 
deep, and added four rebounds, three assists 
and a steal.
The next game for the Aggies will be 
Saturday at 4 p.m. in a road match against 
Fresno State. 
          — thomas.sorenson@aggiemail.usu.edu
       @tomcat340



















Criticism leads to growth for Aggie senior
The suites will be small, but there will be 
large common spaces, which is an internation-
al trend in student housing that encourages 
student interaction, Milligan said. Ample 
opportunities for community involvement is 
one of Valley View’s best qualities, and she 
hopes the new design will retain that quality.
“We know the more students isolate 
themselves, the less likely they are to be 
successful, so we don’t want them hanging out 
in their suites all day,” she said. “Decades and 
decades of research show that when students 
are connected, they’re more likely to stay and 
eventually graduate.”
Common areas will include recreation 
tables, furniture, full kitchens, piano practice 
rooms, study rooms, a fitness center, a craft 
room and a large multipurpose room that 
could be used as a theater or classroom, 
Milligan said.
Outdoor common areas, she said, could 
include a courtyard, a fire pit, volleyball courts 
and covered bike racks.
Some students are wary about the new 
design, especially since Utah State will no 
longer have an all-female dorm for incoming 
freshmen.
“I like [the current] design of the building 
better,” said Cydney Knight, a freshman who 
lives in Valley View. “I like how there’s a tower 
just for boys and a tower just for girls. It feels 
a lot safer the first time you’re at school.”
Others are thrilled that the new building 
will give young men and women a chance to 
mingle.
“It’s nice to have a variety of friends,” said 
Emily Wood, a freshman who lives in Valley 
View. “When you’re living here there’s no 
opportunity to make friends of the opposite 
gender, so you’re like, well, I guess I’ll just sit 
here alone in my room forever.”
But the modern amenities and design aren’t 
without price, Milligan said. Valley View and 
Mountain View are the least expensive 
residence halls on campus. The USU website 
lists a shared room in either building for 
$1,045 per semester, but Milligan said some 
students pay as little as $850 per semester 
with scholarships. 
The central campus building will go from 
being one of the least expensive residence 
halls to one of the most expensive, Milligan 
said.
Wood said she would pay the difference to 
live in the new building, but said Valley View 
isn’t that bad.
“Valley View isn’t a bad place to live. It’s one 
of those places where you would expect a 
freshman their first year of college to live in,” 
she said, “like a dorm where their walls feel 
like a prison and you can see pipes on the 
walls, you know what I mean? It’s not bad.”
Milligan believes the new building will be 
exactly what students need.
“We’re really excited about it,” she said. “It’s 
going to be beautiful; it’s going to be really 
good for students. We’ve really approached it 
with students first in mind.” 
— melmo12@gmail.com
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other students on the sidewalks. 
“To try and pass them, you have to get in 
the other lane and speed up," Jones said. "You 
just pick up your pace, start walking fast and 
elbow everybody as you’re going by you know. 
Some people will slow down or you can just 
speed up and try and shoot the gap."
Students often run into heavy traffic at the 
intersections around campus. The busiest ones 
seem to be right around the library or the 
sidewalks that run alongside the quad. 
The heavy traffic doesn’t seem to bother 
Sage Jolley, a freshman from Melba, Idaho. 
Jolley didn’t grow up using sidewalks in her 
small town, but she quickly adapted to campus 
life and has developed her own strategy for 
maneuvering through the intersections. 
“I just time myself. I think, ‘Do I need to 
walk faster to make it in front if this person, or 
do I need to slow down?’ If you make eye 
contact…it’s kind of telepathic, like, ‘Are you 
going to go or are you not?’ Then it just kind 
of happens,” Jolley said.  
“Pedestrian” FROM PAGE 8
“Who has the right-of-way?” is a common 
pedestrian question, but no one quite knows 
the answer.
“I would say the right-of-way goes to 
whoever is in the biggest hurry," Wesemann 
said. "If someone is in a hurry and they don’t 
seem to be slowing down for you, you need to 
slow down to let them go by first."
Most students consider themselves courte-
ous walkers, but there are times they have the 
urge to break the rules. 
“I have an urge to run sometimes when I am 
late to class. You don’t see many people 
running, but when you’re late to class and you 
have a professor like LaPlante, then you know 
you are going to be in trouble,” Wesemann 
said.
Jones considers himself an excellent walker, 
but admits he has a pet peeve.  
“It does bug me when they are talking to 
friends and you have to get by them and 
they’re blocking the whole sidewalk," Jones 
said. "That is the worst. I am just like: ‘Alright, 
I am going to walk through your conversa-
tion.'"
Utah State shot just 25 percent from behind 
the 3-point arc and lost 91-64 to Colorado 
State in Fort Collins, Colorado on Wednesday.
USU fell to 11-13 on the season and 6-7 in 
the MW. CSU has yet to lose a game in MW 
play and is 13-0. The win made it 20 straight 
wins for the Rams, a record for the program. 
The only blemish on the 23-1 record for the 
Rams is a one-point loss to Penn early in the 
season.
CSU shot 55 percent from the field and 50 
percent from behind the 3-point line. 
The Rams were led by Jamie Patrick who 
had 26 points. She hit on 7 of 13  shots from 
3-point land. Patrick scored 23 of her points in 
the first half which led to a season-high 
52-point first half for Mountain West-leading 
Colorado State. 
In addition to the scoring, Patrick also 
added four rebounds and an assist to her stat 
line. 
Utah State took the lead to start the game 
but eight straight first quarter points for 
Patrick put Colorado State up and the Aggies 
couldn't come back. 
Funda Nakkasoglu had 20 points on 7 of 17 
shooting but had five turnovers due to 
high-pressure defense from the Rams all night. 
CSU had 27 points off turnovers compared to 
only 10 for USU.
Hannah Hutchins was the only USU player 
besides Nakkasoglu to score in double figures. 
She finished just shy of a double-double with 
12 points and eight rebounds. Angelica de 
Paulo was the Aggies leading bench scorer 
with five points.
PHOTO courtesy of USU Athletics 
Tijana Djukic fights for a basket against South Dakota School of Mines in the Dee Glenn Smith Spectrum on Oct. 31. Djukic is one of the only 
players on this year’s team that returned from last season. 
PHOTO by Johnny Morris
Victoria Price slides past a San Diego State defender enroute to a 72-59 win over the Aztecs on Jan. 23. Utah State lost 91-64 against Colorado State in Fort Collins on Wednesday.
Aggies fall to league-leading Rams
By Kalen Taylor
SPOrTS eDiTOr
The Rams' bench outscored USU's 32-20. 
Alana Arias was the leading bench scorer for 
Colorado State with 15 points in 19 minutes. 
She also grabbed five rebounds. Ellen Nystrom 
had a double-double for Colorado State, she 
dished out 10 rebounds and scored 17 points 
on an efficient 6 of 8 shooting. 
— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
 @kalen_taylor 
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Concern over elected position without charter
In the frenzy of Utah’s packed legislative 
session, USU students are making a difference. 
Little do most students know, USUSA’s 
Government Relations Council (GRC) has 
been, and will be, lobbying for a variety of 
issues that affect students. Of these, the GRC’s 
priorities are: 1) increasing graduate funding 
and 2) securing funding for a new science 
building.
It’s no question that USU is a premier 
research institution. For the fiscal years 
2013-14 and 2014-15 we’ve brought in a 
record breaking amount of  funding: $452 
million total (with a large amount coming 
from the work of graduate students!). These 
things said, due to less attractive funding 
opportunities for graduate students, we’re not 
recruiting PhDs like our peers are. Currently, 
the ratio of USU’s PhD students to all other 
students is 2 percent; our peer institutions are 
at 3.8 percent. With the one time appropria-
tion of $2.4 million that USU is asking for, this 
gap could be greatly narrowed by increasing 
the diversity of students on campus and 
increasing opportunities for grant funding. 
The concerns for a new science building are 
equally important. Right now, USU is asking 
for $59 million to go towards the renovation 
of the existing biology building, and to build a 
new facility consisting of 14 lab classrooms. 
The price is high, but the costs of not investing 
in USU’s STEM majors is undoubtedly higher 
in terms of opportunity cost. Currently, the 
two undergraduate labs that serve 1,600 
students annually are at 25 percent over 
capacity. This situation creates a “bottleneck” 
for students that need to take basic biology 
courses in order to move on with their degree 
— something that delays graduation.
As of right now there is one position we will 
all be voting on next week that does not have 
a charter: USUSA Student Alumni Vice 
President. While the position of SAA vice 
president does exist, it has never been an 
elected position and has never been a part of 
the USUSA Executive Council.
You may remember if you were here last 
year that the EC voted to add the position and 
held a special election of the student body to 
ratify it. One of the conditions of adding the 
position was that there would be a charter, or 
There are few things I enjoy more than 
poking fun at USUSA. I’ll be the first to admit 
journalists often try entirely too hard to rock a 
boat that doesn’t need rocking, but when it 
comes to student government, I’ve always felt 
it’s open season. Our student leaders need to 
know how to deal with public criticism, and 
I’d be remiss if I let student elections slip by 
this year without dedicating a column to our 
dutiful politicians-in-training.
Those campaigning for a seat in Utah State’s 
student government next year have placed 
themselves in an unenviable position. In the 
span of about two weeks, these candidates are 
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In addition to increasing the capacity of the 
labs, funding would help renovate the labs 
that haven’t seen cosmetic/functional change 
since 1958. In contrast, Weber State, UVU, 
Snow College and the University of Utah have 
all benefited from much more recent updates. 
If USU wants to remain competitive with other 
universities, it needs to be keeping up with 
technological leaps of other schools. 
The good news with all of this, our interac-
tions with representatives and senators have 
been incredibly positive. The necessity of this 
funding has been clear to those that we’ve met 
with so far. As Matthew Clewett, the current 
director of the GRC has summarized, “We have 
been able to present an effective argument 
and they have been quite receptive.”
That said, the quest for these appropriations 
is far from over. For instance, the science 
building has been ranked as a fifth priority by 
the infrastructure and general government 
committee. In order to secure the funding for 
this building, or graduate student funding we 
need to continually be reminding our repre-
sentatives what this means to our school. 
As Student Advocate, I urge you to make a 
personal contact with your representatives. 
Contact the infrastructure and general 
government committee; contact the higher 
education appropriations subcommittee. Tell 
your representatives what these appropriations 
mean to you on a personal level. Personal 
stories and connections are far more compel-
ling than any statistic we could ever give 
them.  
— Ashley Waddoups, USUSA Student Advocate VP
specific list of duties. made for it at least by 
the time elections rolled around this year. 
They are supposed to approve the charter in 
their next EC meeting on Tuesday. This will at 
least let those voters who want to be educated 
on the position do so. However, those running 
for the position still do not know exactly what 
their duties will be. Yes, they have a good 
idea, but what if the charter makes them mop 
the TSC every Tuesday night? Yes, it’s a bad 
example, but the fact is that they could have a 
duty in their position that they were not 
anticipating when they ran and, if elected, 
would not take seriously as a result. 
We are not necessarily questioning the 
position here or its effectiveness. However, the 
fact that students are deciding who to vote on 
without knowing exactly what they will be 
doing is an issue to us. Additionally, the fact 
that students have committed to being in a 
position without ever officially seeing what 
will be expected of them is a concern. It is a 
concern that two organizations, USUSA EC 
and the SAA, will be linked by this position 
and we do not have any official legislation on 
how exactly that will happen. 
The legislation last year does state some of 
the purposes for the position and some 
outlines for it, but they are vague as of right 
now. The current position of SAA VP does have 
a list of responsibilities, but they are not 
specific to how they relate to USUSA EC. 
We are at least grateful that the position will 
have a charter by Tuesday of next week and 
we hope that is not too late for students to 
make an educated decision on the position.
Student elections in need of an overhaul
expected to launch an all-out social media 
campaign explaining how super cool they are 
while simultaneously outlining their plan for a 
better USU student experience. It’s a tall order, 
and despite everyone’s best efforts to focus on 
student issues, it usually devolves into the 
same popularity contest student elections have 
been since the 8th grade.
Student voting relies entirely too much on 
promises from distant Facebook connections 
insisting their friend is “totally legit” and will 
definitely make the air cleaner, tuition cheaper 
and boost attendance at basketball games back 
to 100 percent.
We all know those promises mean well, but 
that doesn’t make them any less bogus. The 
most visible student government accomplish-
ment in the last three years was the addition 
of a suggestion box widget to USU’s homep-
age.
It is for this reason I believe our student 
elections are due for a massive overhaul. If 
we’re going to once again be subjected to 
constant pestering from would-be student 
leaders during election week, and it’s all going 
to amount to changes barely noticeable to the 
general student body, we should at least 
require elections to include an element of fun.
Where’s the annual student government 
dodgeball tournament? We could hold it in the 
Spectrum and make it a big event for local 
businesses — it wouldn’t be the first time the 
Spectrum was used by USUSA for election 
purposes. Would anybody not go to watch 
that? You learn a lot about the way someone 
approaches dodgeball. Do they race out at the 
beginning to grab a ball and go on the 
offensive? Do they hide in the back and just 
try to survive the round?
You laugh, but that’s a hell of a lot more 
information than some Instagram post and a 
hashtag rhyming a candidate’s name with a 
random positive attribute.
While we’re on this tangent, why not have 
aspiring student officers compete in halftime 
contests at basketball games? If someone 
wants to be my 2016 Hurd president, they 
better be able to hold their own in a round of 
bungee-cord basketball in front of several 
thousand peers.
We could even go full early-2000’s reality 
show and have those students running 
unopposed eat something unspeakable in 
order to prove their dedication to their chosen 
position. Muffins from The Junction would be 
the obvious choice, though some may consider 
that inhumane.
Whatever happened to that bubble soccer 
equipment from last spring? Is that just laying 
around in a shed somewhere? Let’s bust that 
out and set up a match on The Quad. Instead 
of being late to class trying to push through 
countless A-frames, I’d gladly skip class 
entirely to see our future leaders harmlessly 
careen into one another in protective bouncy 
hamster balls. Utah State would be the first 
university to ever make ESPN’s top ten for a 
student election activity.
The point is most people don’t vote, and if 
they do it’s out of loyalty to a friend or 
convenience. The platforms candidates run on 
are nice ideas — everyone loves a bullet point 
list — but ultimately there’s no way for them 
to prove any sort of aptitude for accomplishing 
those goals. 
So instead we’ll continue to elect those who 
stand at our bus stop with an iPad, too 
non-confrontational to deny their wishes.
I would proudly vote for someone who 
absorbed a big hit in bubble soccer with grace. 
It’d make exactly as much sense as the foolish 
reasons most people vote the way they do.
LOGAN JONES
“Trail Blazin’”
— Logan Jones is a junior majoring in journalism. He’ll 
vote for any candidate who promises to open a Sprin-
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Miscellaneous
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS 4 FREE 
Kielbasa Sausages Order The Family Gourmet 
Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-800-298-5998 mention 
offer 40332ZTN or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
good13
Xarelto users have you had complications 
due to internal bleeding (after January 2012)? 
If so, you MAY be due financial compensation.  
If you don't have an attorney, CALL Injuryfone 
today! 1-800-725-6238
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest 
senior living referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-685-8604
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a painrelieving brace at little or NO cost to 
you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1-800-914-8849
Emergencies can strike at any time.  Wise 
Food Storage makes it easy to prepare with 
tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have a 25-year 
shelf life. FREE sample. Call: 800-310-6993
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends 
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you 
can?t reach a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL 
800-975-3361
CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no cost from 
Allied Medical Supply Network! Fresh supplies 
delivered right to your door. Insurance may 
cover all costs. 800-575-1885
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by 
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. American Made. Installation Included. 
Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and connect live. Try it 
free. Call now: 800-359-2796
autoMotive
DRIVERS-REGIONAL ROUTES and dedicat-
ed lanes in Western US. Steady miles. Bonus 
potential. Regulat home time. Family company. 
Requires CDL-A, 1-Year OTR, HazMat. 1-888-
929-9140 www.GoAndrus.com 
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-
4120
Does your auto club offer no hassle service 
and rewards? Call Auto Club of America 
(ACA) & Get $200 in ACA Rewards! (New 
members only) Roadside Assistance & Monthly 
Rewards. Call 1-800-417-0340
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the 
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593
Building Material
METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered 
Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil 
are at a 4 year low. You get the savings. 17 
Colors prime material, cut to your exact 
length. CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS 
(ucan)1of4
Financial
Sell your structured settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH NOW. You don't have to 
wait for your future payments any longer! Call 
1-800-681-3252
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS 
Unable to work? Denied benefits?  We Can 
Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill 
Gordon & Associates at 1-800-871-7805 to 
start your application today!
electronics
Computer problems - viruses, lost data, 
hardware or software issues? Contact Geeks 
On Site! 24/7 Service. Friendly Repair Experts. 
Macs and PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 
1-800-883-0979
Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-
Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOW-
TIME & STARZ. New Customers Only. Don’t 
settle for cable. Call Now 1-800-410-4728
Dish Network? Get MORE for LESS! Starting 
at $19.99/month (for 12 months.) PLUS 
Bundle & SAVE (FAST Internet for $15 more/
month.) CALL Now 1-800-611-1081
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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Add your event At usustAtesmAn.com/events
C c A L e n d A r  |  F e B .  1 8  -  F e B .  2 4
OPINION
GET IT DAILY AT
USUSTATESMAN.COM
THURSDAY FEB. 18
Sky High Players Present: 
Meredith Wilson’s ‘The 
Music Man’
Sky View High School
$5-$28, 7:00 p.m.
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Eccles Theatre
$20-$23. See website, 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY FEB. 19
SATURDAY FEB. 20
Woo at the Zoo Date Night




$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 
4-8, children 3 and under are free, 
12:00 p.m.
Mobile Red Cross Blood 
Drive
Merlin Olsen Field at
 Maverik Stadium
Free, 9:00 a.m.
Science and Engineering 
Day 





$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 
4-8, children 3 and under are free, 
10:00 a.m.
Family Art Days - Dig In! Ex-
ploring Ceramics
Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
Free, 11:00 a.m.





USU Performance Hall, USU Cam-
pus 
$0-$10. Adult - $10/Senior & 
Youth - $8/Faculty - $5/Staff - $5 
USU Student - FREE! (with valid 
student ID), 7:30 p.m.
QCNR Winter Social and 
Fundraiser
Natural Philosophy Yoga Studio and 
Organic Market
$5-$15. $10 in advance, $5 with an 
appetizer donation. $15 at the door, 
$10 with appetizer donation, 7:30 
p.m.
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Eccles Theatre
$20-$23. See website, 1:30 p.m.
Meredith Willson’s ‘The 
Music Man’





$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 






Sky High Players Present: 
Meredith Wilson’s ‘The 
Music Man’
Sky View High School
$5-$28, 7:00 p.m.
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Eccles Theatre
$20-$23. See website, 7:30 p.m.
Utah State Gymnastics 











$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 
4-8, children 3 and under are free, 
10:00 a.m.
Movie Monday - 
Tomorrowland
North Logan City Library
Free, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY FEB. 23
Taking Notes in Math Class
USU Notes in Math Class
Free, 1:30 p.m.









Utah State University Spring 
Career Fair














Jump Zone with USU 
Collegiate 4-H
Jump Zone
Free for students, 10:00 p.m.
